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INTRODUCTION 
David Chappell, All Saints Church yard conservation manager, approached me expressing an 
interest in a bird ringing project in the church grounds.  Following authorisation from the 
Church, bird ringing commenced on a monthly basis in the church yard from August this year.  
Each bird captured is fitted with a unique numbered ring which will identify that individual on 
recapture (retrap) or elsewhere (control).  Detailed recording of body condition and moult 
during trapping will provide important information on the relationship between body condition 
and survival. All data collected is electronically sent to the British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) 
who strictly control and license all bird ringing activities. Nest recording and Bird Ringing 
generates information on the survival, productivity and movements of birds.  
 
David’s vision and passion of conservation allows the Church yard to encourage a diversity of 
wildlife which flourish in this peaceful habitat.  My aim is to investigate if the site is used by 
autumn and spring bird migrants and to look in more detail at numbers and longevity of resident 
bird species attracted to this site.   
 
During five mistnet visits, 40 birds were ringed of 9 species. This number was lower than 
expected particularly during the Autumn migration.  A possible explanation could be the 
migrating birds feed in the tree tops and prefer to stay high due to the sites unfamiliar surface 
covering of white stones.    In August, three chiffchaffs were ringed, it is important to note the 
numbers of chiffchaffs passing through was higher however they did not descend to where the 
mistnets were placed.  No blackcaps were heard or seen on the days of catching.   
 
On a positive note, 13 long tailed tits were ringed with one retrapped again a month later.  In 
addition, the red listed species of conservation concern, a Song Thrush, was ringed in 
November.  The mature berry trees and bushes are a haven for thrush and blackbirds and I was 
pleased to hear and see several mistle thrushes feeding during my Autumn visits and a bullfinch 
heard calling on 28th December from the side scrub. Other birds seen and/or heard are wood 
pigeon, jay, collard dove, firecrest, dunnock, chaffinch, goldfinch, nuthatch and great spotted 
woodpecker. 
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 Birds showing signs of disease and ill-health 
 The general health of all birds ringed was good.  

 

 
Weather during 2018 
2018 was a year of extreme weather and challenging conditions for our wildlife, with very wet and 
windy weather in January and February, plus two heavy snowfalls (including the ‘Beast from the 
East’) in March. This was followed by over three months of summer heatwave with no rain and 
included some of the hottest days on record. 
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Species Name 
Full 

grown 
retraps Total 

Great Tit 6  6 

Blue Tit 9  9 

Goldcrest 2  2 

Long-tailed Tit 13 1 14 

Wren 2  2 

Song Thrush 1  1 

Robin 1  1 

Coal Tit 2  2 

Chiffchaff 3  3 

Grand Total 39 1 40 

Another point of interest was the lack of small ‘crests in the fir trees.  The church yard habitat is    
perfect for these tiny birds with the ancient yew trees and although two goldcrests were ringed I 
would have expected many more in these surroundings.  Numbers of this tiny bird have crashed all 
across Hampshire following the harsh 2018 spring and sadly my findings are in line with this.   
 
 


